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1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Mr. Robert Wiltse, Vice-chair of the Policy Roundtable for Child Care (Roundtable), opened the 
meeting at 9:55 a.m.  Members and guests were welcomed and invited to introduce themselves.   
 

a. Comments from the Chair 
 
Mr. Wiltse reported on the March 8, 2007 meeting of the First 5 LA Commission, at which 
Ms. Evelyn Martinez provided a staff update, noting that the program observations and data collection 
aspects of Steps to Excellence Pilot Program (STEP) will complement and expand the Los Angeles 
Universal Preschool (LAUP) five-star quality rating system by going beyond the classrooms serving 
four-year olds.  STEP will complement the data being collected through the First 5 LA/LAUP UPK 
Child Outcome Pilot Study. 

 
Pending is a meeting with Mr. Armando Jimenez of First 5 LA to work out the details including the 
amount of funding and the time period for which funding will be provided.  Based on conversations 
with First 5 LA staff, funding is expected to cover the three year pilot project.  On behalf of the 
Roundtable, Mr. Wiltse expressed appreciation to Dr. Jacquelyn McCroskey for promoting this 
approach to the Commission, and to Ms. Maria Calix and Ms. Peggy Sisson for representing the 
Roundtable at the March 8 Commission meeting. 

 
The Roundtable has been approached by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
(DPH).  Our April agenda will include a presentation on DPH’s efforts to support child care program’s 
readiness in the event of a flu pandemic. 
    

b. Introduction to Whit Hayslip 
 

Mr. Wiltse welcomed Mr. Whit Hayslip to the Roundtable. Mr. Hayslip was nominated to the 
Roundtable by his employer, Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD), and the Board of 
Supervisors accepted the nomination on March 6, 2007.  Mr. Hayslip will replace 
Ms. Barbara Gutierrez who had represented the LAUSD Early Education programs.  Ms. Gutierrez 
was unable to participate in the Roundtable meetings due to a standing conflict. 

 
Mr. Hayslip is the Director of Infant and Preschool Special Education Programs for LAUSD.  These 
programs serve over 6,000 families with children birth to five-years old.  Mr. Wiltse expressed his 
confidence that Mr. Hayslip’s energy and commitment to inclusive early childhood education will 
benefit the work of the Roundtable. 
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c. Approval of Minutes 
 

 February 14, 2007 
 
Ms. Arlene Rhine made a motion and Ms. Jan Isenberg seconded the motion to accept the minutes as 
written.  The minutes were unanimously approved.  
 
2. PREPARING TO IMPLEMENT STEPS TO EXCELLENCE PILOT PROGRAM  
 
Mr. Wiltse turned the meeting over to Ms. Kathy Malaske-Samu to report on the implementation of 
STEP. 
 

a. First Status Report to the Board of Supervisors 
 
The report, covering activity from January through February was submitted to the Board  offices on 
March 8, 2007.  Staff are investigating if the Board’s interest warrant monthly reporting or if we can 
move to quarterly reports.   Copies of the report are included in the member’s meeting materials. 
 

b. Committee on Promotion and Public Awareness  
 

i. Kick-Off Event 
 
Ms. Malaske-Samu confirmed the STEP kick-off event for Friday, June 22, 2007 from 8:30 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. at The California Endowment located at 1000 North Alameda Street, Los Angeles.  
Supervisor Don Knabe has it on his calendar; staff will be notifying the other Board Offices as soon as 
the agenda is finalized.   
 
The Promotion and Public Awareness Committee is scheduled for Monday, March 26, 2007 from 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration in Conference Room 739. 
 

ii. Finalization of Application Materials 
 

The STEP application materials should be finalized for distribution at the kick-off event scheduled for 
June 22, 2007.  As a result, staff are currently reviewing and updating materials for consideration by 
the Policies and Procedures Committee. The plan is to distribute the materials on CD rather than hard 
copies, however hard copies will be made available on an as needed basis. 

 
c. Committee on Training and Technical Assistance 

    
i. Report on additional State Funding 

 
As reported earlier, the Office of Child Care will be receiving a one-time only contract for  
$4.25 million from the California Department of Education/Child Development Division (CDE/CDD) 
related to the Investing in Early Educators Program.  This contract is intended to promote training 
activities.  CDE/CDD had originally identified three areas of training: 
 
 Early Childhood, Infant/Toddler, Family Child Care Environment Rating Scales; 

 
 WestEd:  The Program for Infant Toddler Care (PITC); and 

 
 California Preschool Instructional Network (CPIN) with the Los Angeles County Office of 

Education (LACOE) 
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We have spoken with our CDE/CDD consultant and have been told that the training could be 
augmented with the following trainings: 

 
 Developmental screenings, such as Parents’ Evaluation of Developmental Status (PEDS); 

 
 Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect: Parent-Provider Partnerships developed by Zero to Three – 

This curriculum will help trainers prepare child care professionals to incorporate essential, 
proactive strategies in their programs to prevent child abuse and neglect. The hallmark of the 
approach is to help child care providers promote positive parenting and healthy social-emotional 
development in children by building “protective factors” into their programs. Research shows that 
protective factors, such as providing a welcoming atmosphere for parents or offering resources on 
early childhood development, help reduce child abuse and neglect; and  

 
 Management issues for program administrators. 

 
Ms. Malaske-Samu will prepare a packet of trainings for review and comment by Roundtable 
members. 

 
ii. Parent Evaluation of Developmental Status (PEDS) and PEDS: Developmental 

Milestones Training 
 

Ms. Malaske-Samu referred members to their meeting materials for the training announcement on the 
PEDS scheduled for Tuesday, March 20, 2007 at La Casita del Arroyo located at 177 South Arroyo 
Boulevard in Pasadena.  The morning session is a “train-the-trainer” and has been targeted to the 
Inclusion Specialists working on the Special Needs Advisory Project (SNAP) at the Child Care 
Resource and Referral Agencies (R&Rs).  The afternoon is open.  Ms. Malaske-Samu thanked 
Ms. Sisson for securing the location. Training on the Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) will be 
scheduled for the near future. 
 

d. Policies and Procedures 
 

i. Finalization of Application Materials  
 
As mentioned previously, this Committee will be convened as soon as staff have prepared the draft 
application materials.   
 
3. LEGISLATIVE OUTLOOK FOR 2007 
 

a. Legislative Analyst’s Office Proposition 98 Roadmap 
 
Ms. Michele Sartell, staff to the Office of Child Care, provided a brief overview of the Legislative 
Analyst’s Office (LAO) proposal for a long-term funding roadmap for the use of Proposition 98 funds, 
with specific attention to child care and development.  She stated that the LAO believes the roadmap 
would help the Legislature identify and pay for high priority policy initiatives and help schools and 
community college districts become more effective at planning and implementing state initiatives.  The 
timing, according to the LAO, is ripe given anticipated Proposition 98 incremental increases in new 
discretionary funds over the next five years.  Roughly, the LAO projects the state having $6.6 billion in 
new discretionary resources available for Proposition 98 by 2011-12.  
 
The LAO’s roadmap suggests two main courses deriving out of concerns, one in relationship to 
student performance, with particular attention to children from low-income families, English-learners, 
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and children in special education:  1) invest in child development programs and supplemental funding 
programs for K-12 students who perform well below state standards; and 2) help districts address the 
long-term financial challenge posed by retiree health insurance costs.  Ms. Sartell’s remaining 
comments focused on the proposal for investing in child development programs. 
 
Among the significant investments of new discretionary Proposition 98 funds, the LAO proposes 
allocating a large portion to child development activities for low-income children under the age of five, 
referring to research documenting the impact of early interventions on long-term student outcomes.  
The LAO suggests that enrolling all English-language learning children in preschool would mean 
earlier exposure to English.  In addition, the LAO uses the research on the cognitive development of 
infants and the role of parents to promote improved parenting skills in nutrition, health, constructive 
parenting and discipline techniques, literacy, and educational options while also connecting them with 
other social services.  As a result, the LAO sets as a goal access to preschool for all low-income 
three- and four-year olds and funding for new infant-parent education programs modeled after similar 
programs in other states. 
 
To complement these proposals, the LAO also proposes modest funds to promote closer working 
relationships between preschool providers and K-12 education.  The funds would help “the K-12 
system to help preschool programs improve their educational curriculum, identify toddlers who may 
have disabilities, and provide parents and kindergarten teachers with assessments of student 
readiness for kindergarten.”  Lastly, the LAO recommends funds to establish a child development 
quality rating system to collect and disseminate information on the quality of state-funded programs, 
consistent with their new report, Developing Safety and Quality Ratings for Child Care (January 
2007). 
 
Of the accumulated discretionary funds anticipated over the next five years for K-12 education, the 
LAO’s roadmap would dedicate $2 billion of the new funds to child care and development.  While this 
dollar amount would not be realized until five years out, the LAO suggests smaller amounts to initiate 
a ramp up period.  To lay the foundation and facilitate future expansion of preschool, the LAO 
recommends a portion of the funds could pay for child care facilities to accommodate the demand for 
expanded preschool programs. 
    
 

b. Child Care and Development Legislation Proposed for 2007-08 
 
Mr. Wiltse relayed that the Joint Committee on Legislation has identified 34 bills addressing child care 
and development and related areas that it plans to track.  The bills cover a range of issues, including 
expanding and measuring the quality of preschool, enhancing licensing visits and the availability of 
licensing information, training of license exempt care providers, establishing quality rating systems, 
improving opportunities for professional development, and securing funds for increasing the capacity 
of programs to serve children with special needs.  In addition, there are two measures introduced by 
Senator Cox to amend the California Children and Families Act of 1998 (e.g. First 5) funding 
allocations.  Some bills of potential interest to the Roundtable may be as follows:  (members were 
referred to the matrix, Legislation Being Considered by the State Legislation for a brief description of 
the following bills)  
 
 AB 313 (Benoit) – Facility quality rating system 
 AB 975 (Solario) – Training of license exempt providers 
 AB 978 (Benoit) – Licensing visits and posting of results 
 AB 1028 (Caballaro) – Preschool for low-income three- to five-year old children and quality review 
 AB 1059 (De León) – Improving retention of qualified early childhood teachers 
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 SB 635 (Margett) – Fraud prevention and detection relating to CalWORKs Child Care Stages 2 
and 3 

 SB 680 (Ridley-Thomas) – Funding for R&Rs to continue work on behalf of children with special 
needs 

 
The Joint Committee will review and attach a priority rating to each of the bills for further examination 
in the future to determine if the Roundtable should recommend positions to forward to the Board of 
Supervisors.  The Joint Committee also welcomes comments and requests for action regarding any of 
the bills from the Roundtable throughout the legislative session.  
 
Mr. Duane Dennis commented on Senate Bill 680, which would institutionalize programs throughout 
the state such as SNAP that have currently received funding year to year to provide the technical 
assistance necessary to build the capacity of child care programs to serve children with special needs 
and their families.  The current allocation to Los Angeles county is a bit over $1 million, which is 
spread across the 10 R&Rs in County. 
 
Mr. Wiltse asked Ms. Terry Ogawa to provide a brief report on her work relating to early childhood on 
behalf of the Education Coordinating Council (ECC).  Ms. Ogawa stated the overall goal of the ECC is 
to improve the educational outcomes of children in the child welfare and probation systems.  Her job 
has been to convene a small group to identify priorities and ways to integrate early childhood 
programs in a way that they are accessible to children engaged with the Department of Children and 
Family Services (DCFS) and Probation families.  As a result of the small group meetings, the following 
are some of the recommendations that will be presented to the ECC at their April meeting: 
 
 Support Senate Bill 680 (Ridley-Thomas) – many of the children engaged with these systems 

could benefit from high quality early care and education and SNAP in Los Angeles County could 
be a way to help these children and families access these programs and associated services. 

 
 Support implementation of STEP as stated in the ECC Blueprint. 

 
 Facilitate linking the children with LAUP and other high quality preschool programs. 

 
Ms. Ogawa mentioned the evolution in the child welfare system of trying to keep children in their 
home with their parents.  Connecting families with high quality early care and education system is an 
opportunity to strengthen families so that they can stay together.  However, Ms. Ogawa stated, the 
child welfare system thinks early care and education as the preschool component, such as the three 
hours in LAUP or Head Start targeted to three- and four-year old children, whereas child care is the 
rest of the day and/or for younger children.  She suggested that dialogue and education is needed on 
the terminology. 
 
Ms. Terri Chew Nishimura asked about plans for the children from birth to age three.  Ms. Ogawa 
replied that the Early Identification and Intervention Work Group has been represented at the table 
and efforts are underway to ensure that all children receive developmental screenings and timely 
referrals for assessments.  She mentioned that conversations have begun with the Regional Centers.  
Mr. Hayslip suggested broadening the discussion beyond the Regional Centers to explore other 
interventions and resources as part of the community of care.  He referred to the work of the 
Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute relating to recognizing and responding to concerns 
that may be short of requiring a referral.  He suggested that levels of responses need to be created. 
 
There was consensus among members that we need to address the language we use, e.g. child care, 
early care and education, preschool, etc.  Mr. Wiltse added that traditionally child welfare funding is 
based on number of children in out-of-home care.  Under the Title IV-E funding, the federal 
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government will fund at the same level investments in primary prevention, of which early care and 
education could contribute.  He agreed that those engaged with the child welfare system need to 
know that early care and education is more than child care.   
 
Ms. Malaske-Samu offered to arrange a formal presentation to the Roundtable on the Title IV-E 
Waiver.  Ms. Ogawa added that the Roundtable also needs to relay to DCFS how the early care and 
education system can support prevention at local levels.   
 
4.  COLLEAGE AGENCY REPORTS 
 

a. Child Care Planning Committee  
 
Ms. Sisson reported that Ms. Holly Daasnes, the Child Care Liaison for Southern California Region I 
of the CDSS/CCLD was introduced to the membership at the meeting on March 7, 2007.  
Ms. Laura Escobedo, staff to the Child Care Planning Committee (Planning Committee), reported on 
2006 Needs Assessment results and provided an overview of the LAO’s Developing Safety and 
Quality Ratings for Child Care (January 2007).  She also mentioned that a letter to the City of 
Los Angeles Mayor Villaraigosa has been drafted in response to his statements regarding instituting 
universal preschool in the K-12 system.   
 
The Planning Committee also engaged in a discussion on Preschool Learning Foundations drafted by 
the CDE/CDD.  Mr. Hayslip provided some background as to the development of the Foundations.  
The draft Foundations are the result of multiple stakeholders meetings, beginning with academics and 
starting with literacy and math.  Stakeholders representing various organizations, such as as 
immigration groups, researchers, and early childhood folks, were then invited to the discussions and 
consequently English language acquisition and social-emotional development were added.  Local 
forums and formal hearings have been scheduled.  Ms. Malaske-Samu will circulate the schedule via 
e-mail.  Mr. Hayslip strongly encourage members to make an appearance at the forum and/or 
hearings, although folks will be able to reply online as well.   
 

b. Children’s Planning Council  
 
Mr. Dennis announced the next meeting Children’s Planning Council (CPC) scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 21, 2007 at 9:30 a.m.   
 

c. First 5 LA 
 

No report provided. 
d. Los Angeles Universal Preschool  

 
Ms. Carolina Alvarez relayed that LAUP is wrapping up its audit, which included visits to some of their 
providers.  LAUP’s symposium will be rescheduled from June to September;  they are looking for a 
site to host the symposium.  LAUP’s 2007-08 scope of work and budget, which includes seven new 
initiatives, has been approved.  Ms. Alvarez introduced LAUP’s new Director of Workforce 
Development, Ms. Randi Wolfe.  Ms. Wolfe expects that LAUP will roll out its workforce initiatives in 
the next six months.  Ms. Wolfe stated that LAUP is interested in aligning activities with other 
initiatives with respect to workforce development. 
 

e. New Directions Task Force 
 
Ms. Malaske-Samu reported that the New Directions focus is on prevention initiative.  
Ms. Malaske-Samu will keep the Roundtable informed of the initiative and the Roundtable’s role in 



Policy Roundtable for Child Care 
Minutes – March 14, 2007 
Page 7 
 

 

forming it.  Mr. Dennis requested that Ms. Lari Sheehan provide an update on this and the homeless 
initiative, including efforts underway to address the early care and education needs of the children. 
 
5.  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
  Ms. Malaske-Samu received the consent of the Roundtable members to schedule the semi-annual 

retreat for Wednesday, July 11, 2007.  This will be a full-day meeting.  Possible agenda items:  
terminology and perception relating to child care/early care and education; STEP; mental health; 
and a review of the mission statement and policy statement and how the statements are 
operationalized. 

 
  Member meeting packets included the following resource materials: 
 

- Report from the National Task Force on Early Childhood Education for Hispanics on 
expanding and improving early education for Hispanics 

- A press release on the National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies 
(NACRRA) study on licensing standards and oversight  

 
A few members commented on the NACRRA study.  California was rated 47th and there is in 
implication in the study that licensing visits every five years borders on neglect.  The LAO’s 
recommendations for a quality rating system behooves a licensing program that is healthy; our current 
system is not doing well.  Ms. Jan Brown, guest, suggested that it would be interesting to conduct an 
analysis of what it would take for the CDSS/CCLD to do its job well.  Ms. Wolfe added that large 
states have shown that it can be done correctly.   
 
6. CLOSING COMMENTS & CALL TO ADJOURN 
 
Mr. Wiltse adjourned the meeting at 11:25 a.m.   
 
Commissioners Present: 
Ms. Carolina Alvarez 
Mr. Duane Dennis 
Ms. Ann Franzen 
Mr. Whit Hayslip 
Ms. Jan Isenberg 
Ms. Sheri Lewis 
Ms. Terri Chew Nishimura 
Mr. Matt Rezvani 
Ms. Arlene Rhine 
Ms. Connie Russell 
Ms. Peggy Sisson 
Ms. Esther Torrez 
Ms. Robert Wiltse 
 

Guests:  
Ms. Jan Brown, UCLA CICCQ 
Ms. Emily Harding-Morick, UCLA CICCQ 
Ms. Kate Sachnoff, First 5 LA 
Ms. Billie Weiser, UCLA CICCQ 
Ms. Randi Wolfe, LAUP 
 
Staff: 
Ms. Kathy Malaske-Samu 
Ms. Michele Sartell 

 
 
Minutes 3-14-07 


